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State Health Care Services

In 2013, the Government of Georgia launched the Universal Health Care (UHC) Program to improve access to health care services and strengthen financial protection of Georgian citizens. 
UHC program covers the following services: Planned and emergency out-patient services; Planned surgery and emergency in-patient services; Cancer diagnostics and treatment: chemotherapy, hormone and radiation therapy and related medical examinations and medicines; Childbirth and caesarean section; In patient medical services during high-risk pregnancies, labor and postpartum period; Infectious diseases management.
From May 2017, new criteria for differentiation of beneficiaries (according to beneficiaries' revenue) was elaborated for provision of more need-oriented services and development of "social justice" approach. Socially vulnerable population (rating score not exceeding 100,000) are eligible for the state program providing drugs for chronic conditions. The program provides patients with selected drugs for chronic cardiovascular diseases, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes (type 2) and thyroid gland conditions.
In addition to the UHC program, various targeted (public health and disease oriented) programs are applicable, which covers medical services in a wide range of important areas such as Immunization, Tuberculosis, HIV / AIDS, Drug Abuse, Maternal and Child Health, Hepatitis C, Mental Health, Diabetes, Onco-hematology, Dialysis and Kidney Transplantation, Palliative Care of Incurable Patients, Treatment of Patients with Rare Diseases, Urgent Emergency Assistance, Rural Doctor Program, Provision with Medications for Chronic Diseases, etc.
The cost of services that are not covered by other state programs is provided by the Individual Assistance Component of the State Program of Referral Service.
The recent health care reforms are significant step towards reducing illegal health migration. 
Since 2018, according to the mutual agreement with the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Police Attache of the Federal Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Austria in Georgia and Embassy of the Swiss Confederation the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia expressed its readiness to provide detailed information on health (including prescribed medications, treatment services) and social services which are accessible to the citizens of Georgia. Upon the request of the mentioned diplomatic missions, each migrant patient’s case is discussed separately individually and in case of necessity relevant activities (patient’s transportation from the airport to the relevant health facility, providing immediate medical services on place and etc.) are carried out by the Ministry. 
Therefore, to raise public awareness on national health care and social protection programs and accessible services, the Ministry plans to update the official website (www.moh.gov.ge) by providing more comprehensive information on state funded programs. To promote information sharing with Georgian citizens residing abroad, it is desirable to spread the mentioned information with kind support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia and its diplomatic missions in abroad. 
Reintegration assistance to returned Georgian migrants
In order to support reintegration of Georgian migrants, from September 2018 the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia continues to implement “Supporting Reintegration of the Returned Georgian Migrants” state Program in cooperation with non-governmental organizations, selected through the grant competition. 
Under the program, returned Georgian migrants are entitled to the following services: funding of health services and medications, as well as psycho-social rehabilitation; funding of income-generating projects to support livelihood sources and self-employment; facilitate the involvement of job seekers in the professional training/retraining and qualification raising program; providing temporary accommodation; vocational education financing. 
The services for returned migrants are available in all regions of Georgia.  Service providers are local non-government organizations selected through the competitive grant application process based on their experience and qualification.  Currently the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia is in process of selecting service providers, who will continue reintegration support to returned migrants. 
The recent program cycle completed in February 2019. The Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia has already finalized technical procedures necessary for announcing grant competition in order to further continue the program implementation with active involvement of the non-governmental organizations.
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